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INCIDENT OVERVIEW 
 

Incidents recorded on the Alcester South Safer Neighbourhood Team area for September 2014: 
 

Incident Type  
August       
2014 

September       
2014 

    

Anti Social Behaviour (Persons and Vehicles)  20 26 

Burglary Dwelling (Houses)  1 3 

Burglary Other (Out buildings)  8 6 

Criminal Damage  8 2 

Vehicle Crime (Theft of, From & Damage)  4+ 15 

Violence  7 9 

Theft (general theft and shoplifting)  13 20 
 

* Figures correct as of the 1st October 2014.  DETAILS ARE TAKEN FROM THE POLICE COMPUTER AND SHOW HOW THE INCIDENTS WERE CLASSIFIED 

WHEN THE ORIGINAL CALL WAS RECEIVED.  AFTER INVESTIGATION THE RESULT MAY HAVE BEEN DIFFERENT AND WILL NOT BE REFLECTED ABOVE. 

 

CRIME IN OUR AREA 

 

BURGLARY 

 We received 3 reports of dwellings being broken into during September. One each 

in Wilmcote, Pathlow and Arrow. The favourite entry points by offenders are still 

doors and windows at the rear of the property. But there is a growing trend that 

garages that are attached to houses are being broken into first in the hope that 

there is a connecting door with less security. 

 We had 6 reports of other buildings being entered. Bidford x 1, Redhill x 1, 

Alcester x 1, Dunnington x 1, Clifford Chambers x 1 and Kinwarton x 1. Premises 

include offices, sheds and detached garages. 

 

CRIMINAL DAMAGE 

 We received just 2 reports of damage (not to a vehicle) during September. Both 

these offences occurred in Bidford. 

 As with most cases of damage across the area, they are committed by people 

passing through an area during the hours of darkness.  
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THEFT OTHER 

 7 of the offences of Theft Other relate to petrol being ‘stolen’ from Garages in 

Alcester. Something we class as Making off without payment. Also commonly know 

as Bilking. In all 7 cases CCTV footage has been captured and enquiries will be 

ongoing to locate and deal with the offenders. While some of these could be one off 

offences there are organised criminals who steal fuel on a regular basis, using cars 

with false registration plates, usually stolen off other vehicles.  

 Other offences of Theft were, Bidford x 3, Alcester x 5, Arrow x 1, Welford x 1, 

Aston cantlow x 1, Oversley (McDonalds) x 1 and Clifford Chambers x 1. 

 Included in this figure is 5 shoplifting offences, 1 at Budgens and 4 at Waitrose. As 

with the thefts from Petrol Stations, the shops usually provide CCTV footage of 

the offenders. Investigations are then carried out to identify offenders. 

 

VEHICLE CRIME 

 As you will have noticed over the last couple of newsletters, vehicle crime now has 

its own category on the police computer.  Our weekly reports are a more precise 

overview of the actual offences. 

 This category covers theft from, theft of and damage to motor vehicles. 

 The breakdown is:- Welford x 1, Bidford x 3, Alcester x 2, Salford Priors x 1, 

Broom x 2, Redhill x 1, Wilmcote x 2, Wixford x 2, Temple Grafton x 1 and 

Dunnington x 1. 

 Theft from work vans is an ongoing issue and there is currently a trend where 

offenders are targeting the sliding doors on the side of the vans, either actually 

cutting around the lock or drilling the centre in order to force the door open. 

 

ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR (PERSONS AND VEHICLES) 

 The breakdown for ASB is: Aston Cantlow x 1, Great Alne x 2, Alcester x 18, Exhall 

x 1 and Bidford x 2. 

 The 2 reports in Great Alne relate to off roading by Land Rovers and Quad Bikes. 

Drivers are causing damage to grassed areas and fencing in order to go off road. 

These vehicles must be using the public road to get to and from their activities, so 

any details of possible offending vehicles would be a great help for further 

investigations. 

 13 of the total for ASB in Alcester relate to incidents at Hopkins Precinct. Reports 

suggest that there are a small minority of younger drivers that are congregating at 

the Precinct and then are causing a nuisance in the area by playing loud music and 

driving erratically around the estate. Intelligence on those involved is being 

gathered by the Team and CCTV. Many of the drivers have already been spoken to 

and warned regarding their behaviour. 

 If you see or are victim to any Anti Social Behaviour, please ring the Police on 101. 
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VIOLENCE 

 We had 9 reports of Violence reported to us in September. Alcester x 3, Bidford x 

3, Wixford x 1, Luddington x 1 and Binton x 1. 

 

SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY 

 During September we had 30 reports of suspicious activity. 

 Calls often relate to vehicles or persons acting suspiciously or in an Anti Social way. 

 It is important that such activity is reported to us on 101 as soon as possible. This gives 

us the opportunity to catch up with those involved and to also check registration numbers 

etc. 
 

 

 

CONTACTING YOUR TEAM: 

 

Alcester Police Mobile – 07979704373 Only switched on when officers are on duty 

Bidford Police Mobile – 07823533488 Only switched on when officers are on duty. 

 

Alcester Police Station – 01789 762207 

Alcester SNT Voicemail - 01789 444816  

Reporting non urgent incidents – 101 

 

Safer Neighbourhood Officer – PC Peter Essex – peter.essex@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 

PCSO Andy Hyman – Andrew.hyman@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 

PCSO Rebecca Morris – Rebecca.morris@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

GOOD NEWS FROM SEPTEMBER 2014 

 

 On the 7th September an Alcester male was arrested following a Burglary at Waitrose. The 
male was charged with the offence and is awaiting a court date. 

 On the 22nd September a local male was arrested following a report of a burglary at an 
Alcester Fish and Chip shop. The male was bailed pending further enquiries. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 
This year Remembrance Sunday is on the 9th November. The Alcester area has many Parades and 

Church Services planned. In a lot of cases Road Closure Orders are in force in order to protect those 
taking part. The Team will be present at the majority of the parades in order to provide public 

reassurance. 
We advise that if you are driving around the area on this Sunday to be aware of the increase in traffic 
and pedestrians, and if required make alternative arrangements for those roads that will be closed. 

For example Alcester High Street will be closed between 10.30am and 12.30pm. 
Thanks. 

mailto:peter.essex@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:Andrew.hyman@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:Rebecca.morris@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk
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Crime Prevention Advice for Heating Oil Tanks  

It is that time of year again when the weather gets colder, the nights gets darker and everyone tends to 
spend a lot of time indoors. It is also that time of year when people order heating oil to get them through the 
winter.    The purpose of the advice is to give you a few ideas about what can be done to make life more 
difficult for the thief. 
 
Where can you put the tank? -   The position of the tank can have a significant effect on how hard a target 
it is in the eyes of the thief.  
* If the tank is close to the house, with one or more windows capable of giving a view of it, then the thief 
may consider the chances of being seen too high. 
* If the tank is close to a road, path, drive or alleyway then it will be a far easier target for the thief. 
* Hiding the tank behind the garage, shed or some other type of outbuilding is fairly commonplace, but it 
does give the thief the advantage. 
* Tanks need to be within a reasonable distance of the road otherwise the oil supply company may not be 
able to refill it for you. Hiding the tank behind the garage, shed or some other type of outbuilding is fairly 
commonplace, but it does give the thief the advantage. 

Locks -   A good thief will come equipped with a limited range of tools to attack your tank so it’s worth 
spending a little more on good quality locks. Close shackle padlocks are the best as they offer most 
resistance to the most popular of burglar tools - the bolt cropper. Due to their design, close shackle 
padlocks have very little of the metal hoop (shackle) exposed and bolt croppers cannot get a good grip.  
 
Monitors -   Remote electronic oil level gauges are now available which will set off an audible alarm if the 
oil level in the tank suddenly drops or falls below a quarter full. These gauges can be located in the kitchen 
or perhaps a utility room to warn of any potential problem. There are two or three different versions on the 
market at the moment and cost between £70 and £100.  

Security lighting -   Security lights can have a very positive effect and make any property a much harder 
target for the thief. Low energy "dusk till' dawn lights positioned close to the tank should provide sufficient 
light to illuminate any suspicious activity. This type of light can be both effective and inexpensive. High 
powered lights can be used but care should be taken not to cause any nuisance to neighbours or road 
users. 
 
Defensive Planting -   This is nature’s way of helping to reduce crime. Thieves will not wish to force their 
way through or over a prickly hedge. The smallest trace of blood or shred of ripped clothing could help the 
police identify the offender. Prickly shrubs and bushes can, if planted around your tank, provide an effective 
and decorative thief proof barrier. 
 
Fencing -  Fences and walls can also make life difficult for the thief. A wooden or metal fence, trellis or wall 
can give significant protection to the tank but it must be remembered that the oil tanker driver will need 
access to fill the tank. A metal grill or cage with a lockable access point across the top of this wall or fence 
can further improve security. 
 
CCTV -   The use of CCTV as a crime prevention and a crime detection tool has grown massively in recent 
years. It could play a part in the protection of oil tanks but before you spend lots of money on equipment 
make an assessment of your needs. Ask yourself: 
* What do I hope to achieve by using CCTV? 
* How much am I prepared to spend? 
* Is there a reasonable level of light where the cameras will be operating or do I need to think about using 
cameras with low light capability? (most thefts take place at night). 
* What am I going to record the captured images on - digital recording is best? 
* How am I going to provide the police with any evidence I may capture? 

Good neighbour agreement -   Some fuel companies offer a good neighbour agreement in which you and 
your neighbours can get fuel delivered at the same time. This not only could be cheaper for all the 
properties involved but you have a set date in which the fuel will be delivered. This means, if you see a 
tanker delivering fuel outside of these dates you may well think there is something suspicious. And this can 
work the other way too and allows your neighbours to be vigilant when you are away from your property.  If 
you notice tankers or large vehicles close to your property - take down any details if you think they may be 
suspicious and report to the police. Regardless how minor you might think the information is, please let us 
know.  
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